Accelerated Reader Meets the “EvidenceBased” Requirements of ESSA
To meet the requirements of the Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA), educators must select activities,
strategies, or interventions that are evidence-based. Renaissance Accelerated Reader is supported by
evidence of effectiveness gathered through many types of rigorous studies, including those with
experimental, quasi-experimental, and correlational designs. This document explains how Accelerated
Reader meets those requirements. For a detailed explanation of each requirement please visit
https://www2.ed.gov/policy/elsec/leg/essa/guidanceuseseinvestment.pdf.

Strong Evidence

For a program to meet the requirements of strong
evidence it must have a large-sampled experimental
study with statistically significant outcomes. In all
three experimental studies, students who use
Accelerated Reader had a significant positive impact
on reading achievement.

Moderate Evidence

For a program to meet the requirements of moderate
evidence it must have a large-sampled quasiexperimental study with statistically significant
outcomes. In both quasi-experimental studies,
students who use Accelerated Reader or use with
higher implementation scored significantly higher on
end of year tests than those who did not or had lower
implementation.

Independent Evaluation

Several independent organizations have reviewed the
program’s research base and offered positive reviews
or endorsements. These speak to requirement (ii)(I).

“

…analyses indicated that the
computer-assisted
learning program
(Accelerated Reader) had a
statistically significant
positive impact on
student reading gains when
compared with traditional
reading instruction
alone.
– Shannon, Styers, Wilkerson, & Peery,
(2015)
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